Fall 2020

Checkmate Newsletter
Chess for Success is Virtual

Chess for Success is bringing
chess to our kids where they need to
be right now-at home.
With a major effort headed by
Program Director, Richard Crockett,
our chess clubs are being held online
using an incredible platform called
The Chess School, and tools such
as Zoom and Google Hangouts.
Teams will remain intact, coaches
will be able to spend time with their
players live, and players will be
able to learn and enjoy chess and
a much-needed sense of normalcy.

Team T-shirts? Yes! Tournaments?
Yes! By using the ad-free, nonprofit,
open-source platform Lichess.org,
we will be able to hold tournament
play, just like we did last Spring.
We know there will be some
bumps as we all learn to handle our
online lives, but we are excited to be
able to keep our clubs running now
and into the future. When in-person
clubs are again possible, our online
presence will remain as a powerful
mechanism to connect with our
kids and give access to even more

players. When life makes a difficult
move, we will answer with a strong
strategy. This is chess!

Coaches Create Community
Coaches are the central piece
to Chess for Success. They are
the dedicated, passionate, and
caring folks that are the face of our
organization. Spread out around
Oregon and Southwest Washington,
it’s always been a challenge to keep
strong lines of communication
and nearly impossible to create a
community around them. This is
changing now.
On October 22nd, we held our first
Coach Town Hall meeting on Zoom,
with a whopping 29 participants.
The coaches dove right in, sharing

experiences, asking questions, and
making connections. Staff simply
sat back and learned. Program
Director, Richard Crockett described
past efforts to gather coaches as,
“Planning a pizza party for 30 and
ending up with 3 people.” No more
wasted pizza! We will be holding biweekly meetings through the first
few months of the school year, and
regular meetings from then on. As
Executive Director, Curtis Young
pointed out, “We are becoming a
real community now, this is what
we’ve been missing.”

If you missed the first meeting,
contact staff for the link to the next
one. We want all of our Coaches
to participate so we can learn how
to better support, improve, and
involve you.
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Welcome to our Fall
Checkmate Newsletter! We
are happy to announce the
beginning of our virtual
chess clubs across the state!
I want to send a shout
out to all of our dedicated
Board
of
Directors,
Coaches and Program
Managers
who
have
shown patience and care
as we learn to navigate our
new online landscape. We
have been humbled by the

tremendous backing we
have received from our
community of supporters
who have shown their
belief in what we do and
our hard work to keep
Chess for Success as vital
as ever.
We have been busy!
Between pivoting to our
online platform, gathering
our schools and teams,
solidifying our coaching
staff, and waiting for many
school districts to finalize
their plans for the year,
we haven’t stopped for
air. We’ve Zoomed and
Googled with staff and
supporters, parents and
school
representatives.
We’ve played a lot of
online chess! There have

been changes to our Board,
and changes to our staff,
and we keep getting better.
I invite you to explore
our latest news and see
how we are keeping our
commitment to the kids.
We know that this isn’t easy
or without stumbles, but
our strength comes from
this community and your
continued interest and
support. We continue to
learn best practices and are
happy to receive feedback,
suggestions, ideas, and
words of wisdom.
We will get through this
terrible pandemic stronger
and wiser, but not without
each other.
Stay safe, my friends!

Please donate to Chess For Success
Visit chessforsuccess.org/support/give to make a tax-deductible contribution.

What the Principal had to say...
Last year the Chess for Success program ended abruptly due the chaos of the
pandemic. While we were all disappointed, the organization had been celebrating the
unprecedented growth of the 2019 - 2020 school year. At the end of every school year,
Chess for Success surveys coaches and principals. We would like to share some of the
feedback we heard.

Students were highly engaged in our after-school chess club, I witnessed
several students that generally struggle academically and behaviorally be
very successful with chess.
Chess for Success is a safe place to be and teaches my students new skills.
The kids love it, Chess for Success is one of our clubs with the highest
participation!
Chess for Success provides the kids the opportunity to learn the game of
chess, something they can take into adult life. It teaches strategy, humility,
and problem solving.
Chess for Success provided another connection for many of our kids. It is a
wonderful small community within our school.

Chess for Success will be at
the Generations Apartments
in 2021!
Our mission has always been to
bring chess to those children who
are facing academic, economic and
social barriers. We have reached
thousands of children in schools
across Oregon and Southwest
Washington and will continue to be
a leading after-school program, but
we know there are many more kids
who don’t have access. The question
has been, “How do we reach kids
who would benefit from chess, but
can’t get to us?”
The answer is simple enough; we
go to them. For the first time in our
27-year history, we will be providing
a chess club within a low-income
housing development. Through

a partnership with Cornerstone
Community Housing, a chess club
will be established at the Native
American Youth Association (NAYA)
Generations Apartments in Portland
beginning in January of 2021.
Generations is the result of a
multi organization effort, headed by
Cornerstone Community Housing,
NAYA, and Portland Public Schools,
to provide housing and support for
elders and families with adopted or
foster children.
With a vision of intergenerational
connections,
learning,
and
community, Generations is both
unique and compelling. We think
it’s the perfect place for Chess

Farewell and Thank You
Miss Nancy

Long-time
Program
Manager Nancy Albritton
is stepping back from her
tireless service to Chess for
Success, to focus on family
and fun. We are thrilled
that she will continue to
be a coach for Ash Creek
Elementary School Chess
Club in Monmouth.
Nancy has been the
driving force of our
growth and program in
Independence, Dallas, and
Monmouth. For 13 years

she has taught several
families and siblings chess
in the Central School
District.
One of the yearly
highlights for chess kids in
her region is the party-- I
mean regional tournament
Nancy and her group of
volunteers put together.
Their regional tournament
involves
food
and
decorations with a new
theme every year!
Thank
you
for
everything Nancy. We
appreciate your time and
dedication to Chess for
Success. We are glad you
will continue to advocate
for the program. Thank
you for your contributions.

for Success. Not only will we be
bringing the benefits of chess to the
children we want to serve, we will
have the support and participation
of families and elders. We know
from our own experience that chess
is often a catalyst to bringing families
and generations together and we are
excited to see this pilot project take
off. Josiah Malone will be leading our
efforts in providing programming
to students in affordable housing
in other Cornerstone Community
Housing communities including
our newest partnership with ROSE
Community Development.
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Helping children succeed, one move at a time.

Giving Season is coming!
Giving Tuesday is December 1st,
2020. Please follow our social media
pages for big announcements on
how to support the program.
Thank you for your support!
Connect with us!

@ChessForSuccess
@Chess4Success
@chessforsuccess

5440 SW Westgate Dr, Suite 125,
Portland, OR 97221
503-295-1230
www.chessforsuccess.org

