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Chess for Success
2701 NW Vaughn, Ste 101

Portland, OR 97210
(503) 295-1230

info@chessforsuccess.org
www.chessforsuccess.org

Staff

Julie Young
Executive Director

Melissa J. Light
Development & Communications 
Director

Ami Margolin Rome
Replication & Expansion Director

Heather Abbott
Program & Volunteer Director

Our Mission:

To help children develop 
skills necessary for success 
in school and life through 

learning chess.

Summer 2008

41st Annual Statewide 
Chess Tournaments

Each year Chess for Success organizes the Chess for Success 
Regional and State Tournaments. These tournaments serve 
children from kindergarten through 12th grade and are open to all 
students in Oregon. This year 24 regional tournaments were held 
throughout the state with over 1,500 children participating.

Chess for Success hosted the annual State Chess Tournament 
on Friday, March 21 and Saturday, March 22, 2008 at the Oregon 
Convention Center. On Friday 261 individuals competed in the 
Team Tournament and on Saturday 294 individuals competed in the 
individual tournament. This year we had a record four way tie for fi rst 
place in the Team 6-8 division! Chess for Success is thrilled to see so 
many students succeed in chess. 

2008 First Place Winners
Teams

K–5:
Cooper Mountain Elementary & 

Catlin Gable Elementary
6–8:

Meadow Park Middle School, 
Roosevelt Middle School, 

West Hills Christian Middle School & 
Winterhaven Middle School

Individuals
K–4:  Gabriel Skoro & Shvetank Prakash

5th:  Erik Skalnes & Connor Kelly
6th:  Michel Button & Annelise Peake

7th:  Kevin Wang
8th:  Kameron Gregson

High School:  Caleb Kesey & Steven Koch

Photo by Andie Petkus Photography



2

Practice 
Tournaments

Regional 
Tournaments

State 
Tournament

A Knight to Remember 
Dinner & Auction

Portland, OR All over the state
Oregon Convention 

Center
TBD

December 2008 January/Febuary 2009 March 13 & 14, 2009 April 2009

Calendar of Events
Updates & more information about these events can be found at www.chessforsuccess.org.

A Message from Executive Director
The vision of Chess for Success is 
to grow in size and resources so 
that we may reach as many chil-
dren as possible through our in-
novative program. To accomplish 
this we must share the message of 
who we are and what we do. Please 
help us by telling your friends and 
family about our unique program!

Chess for Success is fun. Kids love 
to play in our clubs and tourna-
ments. We create an inviting and 
inclusive atmosphere for kids to 
interact and learn, by focusing on 
enjoyment of the game versus the 
importance of winning.

Chess for Success is effi cient and 
fi scally responsible. We keep 
costs low so we can reach more 
kids. Donors are encouraged by 
how expertly we use our resourc-
es and thus feel our program is a 
good investment of their chari-
table dollars. They don’t have to 
worry about how money is spent.

Chess for Success is encouraging 
and committed to helping kids. 
Everyone involved with Chess for 
Success greatly values what the 
program has proven it can provide 
to kids through a simple game of 
chess. The door is opened to men-

torship and encouragement, giving 
kids of all backgrounds a chance 
to grow and shine.

Chess for Success is unpreten-
tious and friendly. Stuffy is not 
synonymous with Chess for 
Success! There are no require-
ments of wealth, education, 
social status or language to play. 
In fact, playing chess is a great way 
to meet new people.

Chess for Success is a challenging 
confi dence builder. When kids 
successfully meet positive chal-
lenges, their confi dence grows. 
We have seen many instances in 
which children that started off shy 
or were perceived as low achiev-
ers grew beyond expectations, 
whether it is others’ expectations 
or their own.

Chess for Success is resourceful 
and innovative. Our approach to 
helping children is unique, in that it 
is very simple. Chess provides kids 
the skills they need to succeed in 
reading, math, school and life. We 
continue to broaden our research, 
both to show the tangible results 
of the program and to continue to 
improve the program’s potential 
to help children learn.

Chess for Success is driven and 
focused. We are always looking for 
new ways to achieve our goals, and 
believe we are the best at what we 
do.

We are looking forward to another 
great year and appreciate your 
support as we help children suc-
ceed, one move at a time.

Sincerely,
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Board of Trustees

Fall Volunteer 
Opportunities

Chess for Success is looking for volunteers to help run our 
chess clubs in Portland and SW Washington. Volunteers work-
ing in a club should enjoy engaging and challenging children 
in a fun and supportive way. 

Chess clubs usually run for an hour in the afternoon for an 
hour, starting between 2:15 PM and 4:45 PM. Chess clubs run 
mid-October through March, with breaks for holidays, parent/
teacher conferences and other school closures. 

Volunteers are welcome to participate at every club (twice a 
week), once a week or once every other week. Knowledge of 
chess is not required to participate.

For more information, or to volunteer, please contact Heather 
at heather@chessforsuccess.org or call (503) 295-1230.

How You Can Support Chess 
for Success

Chess for Success tries to make it as convenient as possible 
for the people who appreciate the work we do to support 
our program.  If there is anything we can do to help make it 
easier to make a donation, please let us know.  Some of the 
current ways to give include mailing a check or calling the 
offi ce with your credit card number.  We also accept:

•Online Donations:  Go to www.chessforsuccess.org and 
click on “Donations” on the home page.

•Monthly Gifts:  Through our website you can set up a 
monthly donation to Chess for Success.  Sometimes it is 
easier to make small monthly gifts rather than one large 
annual gift.

•Gifts of Stock:  We do accept gifts of stock. 

•Planned Gifts:  Please consider naming Chess for Success 
as a benefi ciary of your will, insurance policy, or retirement 
account.

•IRA Donations:  Individuals age 70 and ½ or older can 
donate to charities directly from their IRAs without 
incurring income tax on the withdrawal. 

FOUNDERS

Frank H. & Gerda Eisemen

Phillip M. Margolin

Richard Roy

BOARD MEMBERS

Phillip M. Margolin, President
Attorney & Writer

Ed Israel, Treasurer
Virtual Information Executives

Steve Rosenbaum, Secretary
Pop Art, Inc.

Bob Allen
Dunn Carney Allen

Higgins & Tongue LLP

Dennis Bash
US Bank

Rudi Bellinazzo
Tri-Star Search and Staffi ng

Gloria Harris

Lynn Johnson
JPG Wealth Management Group

Peter Kwong
Perkins & Company

Christopher Maguire
IBM

Nathan Scherer
Stoel Rives, LLP

Claire Schulte
Eschelon Telecom

Lemil Speed
Woodlawn Elementary School
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3rd Annual “A Knight to Remember” 
Dinner & Auction a Huge Success

Thanks to all our supporters who attended our 3rd annual dinner & auction, a big fund raiser for us. 
We had hoped to raised $59,000 (net) but with the support of all the generous people in attendance 
we raised over $69,000 on Wednesday, April 9 at the Governor Hotel. These funds will help Chess for 
Success increase the number of chess clubs we can set up at low-income schools. More clubs means 
more kids can participate in an after-school program that teaches them the skills they need to 
succeed in school and life.

Special thanks goes to our Sponsors and Table Hosts who made sure the room was fi lled with over 
275 generous supporters. We would also like to thank the many local businesses who donated
auction items.  

The newly named Frank & Gerda Eiseman Award was presented to Gerda Eiseman. Chess for 
Success was pleased to recognize Gerda for helping form Chess for Success and for her generosity with her 
time and money.

The date for next year’s auction will be announced in our fall newsletter. We hope you join us!

Photos by Andie Petkus Photography
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Replication 
Project Up-

date

2008 “A Knight to Remember” Sponsors

Queen Level
Doreen & Phil Margolin  

Rook Level 
Inspiration Software

Mrs. Marge Foundation

Bishop Level
 Gerda Eiseman, Madeline Nelson & Jim Lafky  NW Natural
 Stoel Rives, LLP Tiffany & Co.

Knight Level 
  Dunn Carney Allen Higgins & Tougue, LLP  Motus Recruiting & Staffi ng, LLP
  OnPoint Community Credit Union   Perkins & Company
  Pop Art, Inc.       Tri-Star Search and Staffi ng

Pawn Level 
 Dick & Colleen Blohm, Paula Wade & Harland Edwards Craig Boretz & Peggy O’Neill
 Cindy & Don Burns & Cathy & Mike Satterlee   Chet Edwards & Lynn Tobias
 Myron & Pat Fleck, Lynn & Scottie Johnson   Gloria Harris
 Angie & Dennis Harris & Bob Durston & Linda Holy  Ed & Carla Israel
 Ann Labe        Christopher Maguire
 Doreen & Phil Margolin      Marion’s Carpet Warehouse
 Pavelcomm        Providence Health & Services  
 Dick & Jeanne Roy       Felicia & Jamaal Tripp Folsom

Table Hosts
   Adam & Melissa Light   Paul & Ruth Morris
      Julie Young & Vladimir Shulga

In-Kind Donors
Jon Beam

Cassidy’s Restaurant
Lynn Davis, Freedom Productions
Johnna Wells, Benefi t Auctions 360

Sir Speedy Printing
Widmer Brother’s Brewing Company

Young’s Columbia



6

Chess for Success Continues to Grow

Chess for Sucess (CFS) started in 
1992 with nine schools in the Port-
land Public School district. By 
2005 we had a program in every 
possible low-income elementary 
and middle school in the district 
and our board voted to expand to 
schools outside the district. CFS 
expanded into the other Portland 
area public school districts (Cen-
tennial, David Douglas, Parkrose 
and Reynolds), and into Wash-
ington county.  

In 2005, we began a pilot program 
in the Central School District 
(Monmouth and Independence, 
Oregon) to see how our program 
worked outside of the Portland 
Metropolitan Area. The pilot 
worked so well that we expanded 

the program further to include the 
Santiam Canyon School District (Mill 
City and Gates, Oregon) in 2006. 

In 2007, the Oregon State legislature 
passed a budget which included 
(at Governor Kulongoski’s urging) 
$50,000 for a pilot project in far 
eastern Oregon. The school district 
selected for the initial phase of this 
project, Vale, was lacking in enrich-
ing after school activities, so CFS 
is able to provide a service to the 
community that they did not previ-
ously have. 

In the 2008-2009 school year, CFS 
will expand to another school dis-
trict in far eastern Oregon. We are 
now in 73 low income schools in 15 
districts in two states.

To ensure we continue to keep up 
the quality of our program as we 
grow, CFS is developing a com-
prehensive replication plan. The 
Collins Foundation and the James 
F. and Marion L. Miller Founda-
tion have generously given grant 
funding support to help fund this 
project. We are evaluating our pro-
gram, and developing procedures 
and manuals for principals and 
school districts to ensure our pro-
gram is delivered with the same 
high quality in every location.  CFS 
hopes to be able to spread the joy 
of chess to as many schools as 
possible – to continue to improve 
the our programs potential to help 
children learn.

Foundations Help Chess for Success Grow
The demand for our program continues to grow and far exceeds our ability to provide clubs for all the schools on our 
waiting list. This year we were able to in increase the number of schools and children we served and are grateful for 
the generous support we received from the following foundations. In the fall we will recognize all our recent donors by 
publishing a list of their names.

The Collins Foundation $45,000 Black United Fund $2,000

Meyer Memorial Trust $35,000 The Renaissance Foundation $2,000

Bill Healy Foundation $25,000 North Portland Trust Fund $2,000

Oregon Department of Education $24,551 Lake Oswego Junior Women’s Club $1,500

James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation $20,000 Rene Bloch Foundation $1,200

Jackson Foundation $7,500 Franklin Conklin Foundation $1,000

Autzen Foundation   $5,000 Mary McKinney Ezels & Flay Ezell Fund $1,000

Harris Family Foundation   $4,000 Starseed Foundation $500

Mrs. Marge Foundation $3,500 Stan & Madelle Rosenfeld Family Fund $500

Marie Lamfrom Charitable Foundation $3,000

The Chess Club at Harvey Scott School is one of the very favorite after school activities for our students.”  
                 - Deanne Froehlich, Harvey Scott School Principal
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Include Chess for 
Success in Your Planned 

Giving

Do you believe in Chess for Success’s (CFS) 
mission? By including CFS in your estate plan, a per-
centage, or dollar amount, of your remaining estate 
can becoming a lasting gift to us. This gift will help us 
enhance our ability to expand our program to every 
low income school in Oregon & SW Washington. Talk 
to your fi nancial advisors about how you can support 
CFS through a:

• Bequest in your existing will or living   
  trust

• Gift of real estate or securities
• Gifts and benefi ciary designations of life   

 insurance
• Establishing a Charitable Trust
• Creating a Gift Annuity
• Designate CFS in your Retirement Plan

Planned giving not only supports CFS, it can also 
offer fi nancial benefi ts to you and your heirs. 
We would be honored to help you with your es-
tate plan. Please call Melissa J. Light at 503-295-
1230 if we can be of any assistance to you or your 
attorney.

Chess for Success 
in the News

Several articles about Chess for Success have 
appeared recently in local and statewide 
publications and we appreciate the enthusiasm of 
the reporters who have spent time with kids in our 
clubs.  If you see an article about us in your neigh-
borhood or regional paper, please send us a copy!

•Willamette Week featured Chess for Success as 
part of their “Give! Guide,” which encourages peo-
ple to make end of year donations to local charities. 
Over $3,600 was raised through this program.

•The Times wrote a story about our William Walk-
er Elementary School chess club in January. 

•Hillsboro Argus ran a picture of a chess club 
member at a practice tournament at Witch 
Hazel Elementary School in January. 

•The Business Journal featured an ad for our “A 
Knight to Remember” Dinner & Auction in March.

•The East Oregonian highlighted our regional 
tournament in Heppner, OR in March.

•The Oregonian published a picture and story 
about Margaret Scott Chess Club member George 
Perez in March.

•The Gresham Outlook published a picture and 
story about three winners at the State Champion-
ship Tournament in March.

•The Oregonian ran a picture from our “A Knight 
to Remember” Dinner & Auction in the Scene & 
Heard Section in May.

Privacy Policy 
We want our supporters to know that we re-

spect your right to personal privacy. We do not 
share or sell your contact or fi nancial informa-
tion. We only use it internally to communicate 
with you via letters, newsletters & event an-

nouncements. If you would like to be 
removed for our mailing list please call 503-295-

1230 or email melissa@chessforsuccess.org. 
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Chess for Success Approved to Participate in the 
Combined Federal Campaign

Chess for Success has been approved to participate in the Pacifi c Northwest Combined Federal Campaign, 
which is the only offi cial workplace charitable fund raising program allowed in federal government offi ces. 
This campaign serves over 23,000 employees in 33 counties throughout Oregon and SW Washington. 

During a six-week time frame between September 1st and December 15th of each year, the Pacifi c Northwest 
Combined Federal Campaign is promoted and federal employees are given the opportunity to designate a 
payroll deduction, cash or check donation to any charity on the approved list. If you are a federal employee 
and would like more information please contact us. We are excited about this opportunity to spread the word 
about Chess for Success.

Did you know? 
These companies pay the United Way fee so 100% of your donation goes to us. Ask your payroll ad-

ministrator how you can sign up to designate Chess for Success as a Untied Way benefi ciary. 

 Bank of America Intel Providence Health & Services

Bank of Clark County KeyBank Regence

Comcast NW Natural Tektronix

Far West Fibers The Oregonian US Bank

Freighliner LLC Pacifi c Power Wells Fargo
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