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Chess for Success hosted the annual 
State Chess Tournament on March 
16 and 17, 2007. Founded in 
1967 as the OMSI State Chess 
Tournament, Chess for Success 
has been organizing the State 
Tournament for grades K-12 since 

1998. We are proud of Oregon’s 
long heritage of encouraging 
children to play chess.

Chess for Success organized 
23 regional tournaments 
this year and involved 
students from every 
county in Oregon. Two 
of these tournaments 
set regional attendance 

records. At this year’s 
state tournament, 288 

individuals came to the Oregon 
Convention Center on Friday 
and 290 team members came on 

Saturday to test their skills against kids 
from across the state. Chess for Success 
is proud to recognize this year’s  
first-place winners:
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At the beginning of this school year, Chess for Success asked members 
of the community to consider sponsoring our chess clubs. We are very 
pleased to announce that eight individuals, families and foundations 
participated in this program and we would like to thank the following 
generous Chess Club Sponsors:

To learn more about sponsoring a chess club, please contact  
Andie Petkus at 503-295-1230.

Chess for Success Chess Club Sponsors
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Truman and Kristin Collins 
Bill and Allyson Harris
Myron and Pat Fleck

Ann Labé

Phil and Doreen Margolin
Mrs. Marge Foundation

Tri-Star Search and Staffing

Ann Labé wearing the 
chess club T-shirt for the 
team she sponsored, 
the Vernon Knight Owls

Celebrating

Team winners:
K – 5: Jacob Wismer Elementary
6 - 8: West Hills Christian School

Individual winners: 
K – 4: Benjamin Pikus;  
Mason Dirickson; Chloe Smith 
5th: Mitchel Button; Eddie Wang;  
Austin Nguyen
6th: Alex Piatski; Kevin Wang;  
Mitchell Linegar
7th: Joel Porter
8th: Daniel Gay
High School: Daniel Friesen
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Contact us:
Please contact us if you have any questions  
or suggestions. We are always happy 
to hear from you. If you would rather 
receive your newsletter by email, please 
email us and let us know!

Phone: 503-295-1230 • Fax: 502-295-4098 
Email: info@chessforsuccess.org 
Website: www.chessforsuccess.org 
Address: 1200 NW Naito Pkwy, #270 
Portland, OR 97209
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Featured Club: Bridger Bolts 
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Non-Discrimination Policy
Our policy of non-discrimination states that at 
Chess for Success, one of our core objectives is to 
maintain a program in which every person can 
achieve his or her full potential without being 
impeded by discrimination or harassment based on 
race, gender, national origin, age, religion, sexual 
orientation, marital status, disability or any other 
status or characteristic that is protected by law. Our 
practices and policies are intended to impress upon 
every program director, participant and contractor 
the seriousness of this commitment and to strongly 
encourage these individuals to report any conduct 
that they perceived to be discriminatory or harassing 
in nature to the Executive Director or President. 

The Chess for Success policy of non-discrimination 
requires more than just obeying the law, it requires 
that all program directors, participants and 
contractors conduct themselves with maturity, 
professionalism and a positive attitude in all that 
they do at Chess for Success.

In the News
Willamette Week Give! Guide 
featured Chess for Success as one of the local nonprofits that 
their readers could select for a year-end donation. Chess for 
Success would like to thank the editor, Richard Meeker, and 
his staff for again including Chess for Success in this project! 
We received donations from 34 people and 23 of these were 
first-time donors to us. We were given a total of $5,351 
through this program.

The Oregonian Metro Section 
once again ran a special report on the State Chess Tournament 
on March 16, 2007. They featured Mary Dang, a 13-year-old 
Chess for Success chess club member from Gregory Heights 
Middle School. The results of the State Tournament were 
published in the March 20th edition of the paper.

The Business Journal 
listed Chess for Success board member Peter Kwong as one 
of the “Forty Under 40” to watch in Portland. In this article, 
Peter talks about his commitment to Chess for Success and 
its mission.

The Mid-County Memo 
featured one of the largest Chess for Success regional 
tournaments ever on the cover of their April 2007 edition. 
Nearly 200 students participated at the regional tournament 
that took place at Portland Christian Junior/Senior High. 
The best players from this tournament qualified to play at 
the State Tournament.

The Asian Reporter 
listed the Knight to Remember Auction in their  
April 3, 2007 edition.

The Oregonian’s editorial  
writer David Sarasohn 
used his April 19, 2007 column to report on a press conference 
that Congressman David Wu hosted to discuss the research 
that was done on the Chess for Success program by the 
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. 

Oregon Public Broadcasting 
also covered Congressman Wu’s press conference which 
was held at Hayhurst Elementary. A dozen students sat 
behind Rep. Wu while he gave his presentation and not one 
of them looked up the entire time – they were so engrossed 
in their chess matches.

The Multnomah Village Post 
ran a long article about CongressmanWu’s press conference 
on the front page of their May edition.

By Bridger Bolts Chess Club Coach, 
Ben Needham

This is my tenth year coaching chess 
at Bridger School. From my first 
year here I’ve endeavored to instill 
a culture of chess playing. 

I regularly talked up chess at school 
assemblies, provided chess sets for all 
the classrooms, helped get the school 
a giant chess set for the playground, 
and during rainy days my room is 
set up for chess playing. 

By my second year I had 75 to 80 
kids at each chess club meeting. 
This was way too many children 
to manage and I noticed that the 
younger children were intimidated 
by the more competitive older 
students. So the next year I split 
the whole program into four 
pieces: Chess Academy for learning 
how to play, Primary Chess 
Club for kindergarten through 
second graders to enjoy chess in a 
noncompetitive, safe environment, 
Intermediate Chess Club for third 
through fifth graders, and the 
Bridger “Bolts” Chess Team for 
more competitive, skilled players. 
Most years I have roughly 40% of 
the school’s students involved in 
these programs.

Over the years, the school’s 
chess team has been enormously 
successful and this year’s group, 
led by strong fifth graders who 
came up through the program, was 
no exception. The Bolts won their 
regional meet and went on to place 
second at the CFS Oregon State 
Team Championship. In May, the 
team won the CFS City of Portland 
Tournament.

To see my players enjoy their 
achievements this year has 
been satisfying. I was struck by 
something obvious that hadn’t 

occurred to me when a fifth grader, 
holding a sizable team trophy, said, 
“Mr.Needham, when we were in 
kindergarten, you taught us all how 
to play chess.”

In Memory of  

Doreen Stamm Margolin 

Chess for Success lost a very special 
friend in January of this year. 
Doreen Margolin was the wife of 
our Board President, Phil Margolin. 
Doreen truly cared about education 
and children. She was a generous 
supporter of Chess for Success and 
she will be greatly missed.

Bridger Bolts Chess Team at Regionals
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Congressman David Wu Reveals Results of the Recent Study
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Kudos to the Coaches! 

How You Can Support Chess for Success:
Chess for Success tries to make it as convenient as 
possible for the people who appreciate the work we do 
to support this program. If there is anything we can do 
to help make it easier to make a donation, please let us 
know. Some of the current ways to give include mailing a 
check or calling the office with your credit card number. 
We also accept:

Online Donations: 
Go to www.chessforsuccess.org and click on “Donations” 
on the home page.

Monthly Gifts: 
Through our website, or by calling our office with a debit 
or credit card, you can set up a monthly donation to 
Chess for Success. Sometimes it is easier to make small 
monthly gifts rather than one large annual gift.

Gifts of Stock: 
We do accept gifts of stock. Talk to your financial advisor 
about advantages that may be gained from donating 
appreciated stock.

Planned Gifts: 
Please consider naming Chess for Success as a beneficiary 
of your will, insurance policy, or retirement account.

Donations directly from your IRA: 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 has made it possible 
for individuals age 70 and ½ or older to donate to charities 
directly from their IRAs. In the past, the individual had to 
take the distribution as income before a donation could 
be given. Your financial advisor or accountant should be 
able to help you figure out if donating directly from your 
IRA provides tax advantages for you.

Every year Chess for Success holds a party to 
celebrate the work of our fabulous coaches. 
This year’s Coaches’ Dinner took place at 
the McMenamin’s Kennedy School. The 
principals from our schools and our Giving 
Society Members were also invited to come 
congratulate the coaches and hear them talk 
about the amazing effect chess has on the kids 
in their clubs. 

Katrina Halverson was given special 
recognition for her commitment to Chess for 
Success at this dinner. She had been the chess 
coach at Beach for several years and helped the 
club grow to nearly 70 members. This year, her 
older son moved up to Hosford Middle School 
and she started coaching the club there as well. 
She now coaches two clubs twice a week –– as a 
volunteer! Thank you, Katrina!

By Phillip Margolin

On April 12, 2007, United States 
Congressman David Wu held a press 
conference at CFS school Hayhurst 
Elementary to announce the results 
of the first two years of a five-year 
study of the Chess for Success 
program being conducted by the 
Northwest Regional Educational 
Laboratory. Among the results 
discussed by the Congressman and 
other speakers were:

• 91.7% of Chess for Success kids 
met or exceeded the state standards 
in reading for 2006 as compared to 
86.7% of elementary school children state wide;

• 93% of Chess for Success kids met or exceeded 
the math standards compared to 88.3% of the 
children state wide; 

• the program is excellent at keeping high-
performing children involved in school and 
accomplishes its goal of training children to 
be patient and analytical in problem-solving 
situations;

• Chess for Success has an impact on increasing 
the interest of girls in analytical problem solving 
skills leading to an increase in their academic 
achievement and self-esteem. 

Foundation Donations 
Chess for Success is especially grateful for the 
generous foundation support we have received 
over the years. We would like to recognize some 
of the grants that have been especially generous 
this year. We recently received a $15,000 grant 
from the Bill Healy Foundation to support 
five after-school chess clubs. The demand for 
our program far exceeds our ability to provide 
clubs for all the schools on our waiting list and 
this grant will help us add five of those to our 
program in the fall. We also received $10,000 
from Trust Management Services, $20,000 from 
the James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation 
and $6,000 each from the Marie Lamfrom 
Foundation, the Juan Young Trust and the 
Reynolds School District. Thank you!

Top Right: Executive Director Julie Young 
presents a recognition award to Katrina 
Halverson.
Top Left: Woodland Elementary Principal 
Lemil Speed chats with Ockley-Green  
Principal Joseph Malone.
Bottom RIght: Mooberry Elementary 
Chess Club Coach, Dovina Greco, talks 
about how important Chess Club is for 
her students.

City of Portland Tournament 2007
The City of Portland tournament was held at the 
World Trade Center on May 5th. Players came from 
as far away as Eugene and Monmouth to compete 
in this annual tournament sponsored by Chess for 
Success. 177 students competed for individual and 
team titles. Chess for Success teams from Bridger 
Elementary and Hosford Middle schools took first 
place in the elementary and middle school divisions. 
Chess for Success teams took the top seven places in 
the elementary school division and we are very proud 
of our players!

Chess for Success Supporter Bonnie Pavel helps judge the 
T-shirt contest at the State Tournament.

Rep. Wu with Hayhurst Chess Club Kids

Ricardo’s Success Story:  
As shared with Chess for Success by 
Program Director, Paula Wade.
Ricardo is a plain, very shy, never-a-problem third 
grader.  He can neither read nor write in English or 
Spanish.  His abilities seemed so low and he was 
so shy that his teachers decided to not have him 
even try to take the State Bench Mark tests. 

Ricardo was also a member of the chess club.  In 
January, the chess coach decided to have a round 
robin chess tournament to help decide which 
players to take to the regional tournament.  As she 
began looking over the results, she noticed that 
Ricardo had beaten every third grader, every fourth 
grader and several fifth graders. She discussed this 
with Ricardo’s teacher and it was decided that 
Ricardo should be given the State Bench Mark Test 
for math and that it should be read to him.

Ricardo scored at the 92nd percentile! His teachers, 
his parents, and even Ricardo, will never see him 
the same way again.  Chess created the opportunity 
for Ricardo to “be discovered.”
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Another Unforgettable “Knight to Remember” Dinner and Auction A Knight to Remember Sponsors
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Chess for Success would like to say “thank you” to 
all of the people who came out on a school night to 
raise money for our program! The $58,000 raised 
that evening will help Chess for Success increase 
the number of chess clubs we can set up at low-
income schools. More clubs means more kids 
can participate in an after-school program that  
teaches them the skills they need to succeed.

King Arthur and Queen Guinevere (as played 
by Dan Murphy and Sharon Maroney from the 
Broadway Rose Theater Company) hosted the 
evening and made sure that each of their loyal subjects had an opportunity to 
purchase one of the fabulous auction items such as vacations in Bali, Mexico 
and Black Butte as well as lovely jewelry by Tiffany & Co.

A special thanks goes to our Sponsors and Table Hosts who made sure the 
room was filled with generous supporters. We would also like to thank the 
many local businesses who donated auction items. The next time you visit 
one of these businesses, please thank them for supporting Chess for Success.

Queen Level 
Maybelle Clark  

Macdonald Fund
Doreen and Phil Margolin

Knight Level 
Gerda Eiseman, Madeline 

Nelson and Jim Lafky
NW Natural
Stoel Rives LLP
Tiffany & Co
Tri-Star Search & Staffing

Table Hosts:
Bob and Katharine Allen
Andie Petkus Photography 

and Shaban Demirel
Black United Fund  

of Oregon
Colleen Blohm  

and Paula Wade
Center for Earth Leadership
www.TheChessStore.com
Jamaal and Felicia Tripp 

Folsom
Allyson and Bill Harris
Gloria Harris and Angie 

Harris
Ed and Carla Israel
Ann Labé
Ruth and Paul F. Morris
Nathan D. Young 
Construction, Inc.
Tonya and Jeff Parker
Perkins & Company
Pop Art, Inc.
Freddye and Dr. Matthew 

Prophet, Jr.
Cathy and Mike Satterlee
Lynn Tobias  

and Chet Edwards
Julie Young and Vlad 

Shulga 

Auction Item Donors:
Ace Hotel
AirPark
Andie Petkus Photography
Robert Aptekar
Gusti Bagus
Bedmart

Ben & Jerry’s  
Uptown Center

Benihana
Ed McVicker and Gert 

Bernstein
Big 5 Sporting Goods
Black Butte Ranch
Kris Blais
Bridgetown Hobbies & 

Games
Bullwinkle’s Family Fun 

Center
Cindy and Don Burns
Holly Burton
Cassidy’s Restaurant
Charles Fine Art Portraits 
Chinook Winds Casino 

Resort, an Enterprise of 
the Confederated Tribes 
of Siletz Indians  
of Oregon

City Center Parking
CMD
Columbia Sportswear 

Company
Country Cat Dinnerhouse 

and Bar
Darcelle XV
Darr Durham and Ron Buel
Jimmie Durham
Harland Edwards  

and Paula Wade
Emmert International
Evergreen Aviation 

Museum
Finnegan’s Toys
Gary Swank Jewelers
Hallmark Resort Newport
HarperCollins Publishers
Angie and Dennis Harris
Harvey’s Comedy Club
The Heathman Hotel
Hester’s Closet
Higgins Restaurant
Hollywood Video
Imago Theatre
Inner Gate Acupuncture & 

Herbal Clinic
Ed and Carla Israel 
JPG Wealth Management 

Group
Ann Labé
Ladybug Chocolates
Linda Langdon

Adrienne Livingston
Christopher Maguire
Doreen and Phil Margolin
Marion’s Carpets
McMenamins
Metro Metals
Miller Paint
Ruth and Paul Morris
Mt. Hood Meadows  

Ski Resort
Music Millennium
New Seasons Market
Northwest Childrens 

Theater and School
Nusa Dua Beach  

Hotel & Spa
Oaks Park
Opal Creek Ancient Forest 

Service
Oregon Ballet Theater
Oregon Culinary Institute
Oregon Museum of Science 

and Industry
Oregon Symphony
The Oregon Zoo
Tonya and Jeff Parker
Bonnie Pavel 
Mark & Judy Peterman
Pioneer Organics
Pizzicato
Portland Beavers  

Baseball Club
Portland Children’s 

Museum
Portland Center Stage
Portland Columbia 

Symphony Orchestra
Portland Monthly 

Magazine
Portland Nursery
Portland Rose Festival
Portland Spirit
Portland Timbers  

Soccer Club
Regal Rest
Reynolds School District
Richard Crockett and the 

Rose City Timberliners
Rose Garden Arena
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Commissioner  

Dan Saltzman
Cathy and Mike Satterlee
Gretchen Schauffler,  

Devine Color
Seasons & Regions
Stash Tea
Stein Distributing, Inc.
Commissioner Erik Sten
Sternwheeler Rose
Tambra Thomas
Three Square Grill
Tiffany & Co.
Timberline Lodge
Kevin & Tracy Timmins
TWIST
U.S. Bank
John and Susan Unverferth
Valley Lanes
Van Van Boxtel
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Wehrley
Wild Bill’s
Wild Oats
Dona Winnowski 
www.walkportland.com
Julie Young

Donors Who Gave $500 
or More at the Auction
Richard Crockett and 

Jeanette Gent
John & Jane Emrick	
Elaine & George Killian
Robert and Sharon Lewis
Phil Margolin	
Steve Rosenbaum
Mr. Michael Hallinan	
Steve Houze and Susan 

Svetkey
Lawrence and Sandy 

Matasar	
Michael and Jan Opton	
Andie Petkus and  

Shaban Demirel
Richard E. & Jeanne B. Roy
Kathleen and William 

Smith	
John Stilwell	
Mr. and Mrs. Milo Ormseth

In-Kind Donors
Jon Beam
Good Samaritan 

Foundation
Pix Patisserie
Sisters of the Road Cafe
Young’s Columbia

Auction Chair Tonya 
Parker (right), with her 
husband Jeff ParkerA True Friend to 

Chess for Success: 
Gerda Eiseman
Frank Eiseman’s widow, Gerda 
Eiseman, has been supporting 
Chess for Success since the very 
beginning. She helped out with 
various tasks as the program 
was being founded and has 
continued to actively play a 
role in the success of Chess for 
Success. She makes generous 
annual donations, sponsors each 
event, attends board meetings, 
presents gifts to the coaches 
each year at the annual dinner 
and participates in anything the 
staff or board requests of her. In 
honor of her continued efforts on 
behalf of Chess for Success, we 
have renamed the annual award 
that we give out at the auction 
to include Gerda. The award, 
which recognizes exceptional 
commitment to Chess for Success, 
will now be known as the “Frank 
and Gerda Eiseman Award.”

Richard E. Roy

Phil Margolin with Gerda Eiseman 
and her son Ron Eiseman.

The Frank Eiseman Award was presented to Richard E. 
(Dick) Roy in honor of his efforts as a founder of Chess 
for Success.  Dick Roy was a volunteer chess club coach 
for 12 years.  In 1989, the team he coached at Wilson 
High School won the National High School Chess Team 
Championship.  This win inspired Dick to create a chess 
program for kids at low-income schools.  With help from 

Frank Eiseman and Phil Margolin, he designed a chess club program and 
submitted a grant proposal to Meyer Memorial Trust who fully funded a 
four-year pilot program at nine primary schools.   In 1992, the Portland Chess 
Project was created and as it began to expand, the name changed to Chess 
for Success.  Chess for Success now serves 2,500 students in 64 schools in 10 
school districts.  The commitment of people like Dick Roy, Phil Margolin and 
Frank Eiseman has meant that kids in Oregon have a chance to learn chess – 
and a chance to feel good about themselves while learning a game they love. 

Richard E. Roy Receives  
the Frank Eiseman Award

Some Chess Club t-shirts
Thank you again for a great event. The kids had a 
lot of fun. We didn’t walk away with a trophy, but 
it was a great experience for our three novices on 
the team and the three “old timers” still walked 
away happy with their own personal results… 

Thanks again for your dedication. ~ Theresa

Kids in the clubs choose the color and design of their shirts each year.


